BRAZELL, GWENDOLYN
This is a 79-year-old woman who has been on hospice with a diagnosis of heart disease. The patient since been on hospice has become more short of breath requiring now 2.5 L of oxygen. The patient has severe weakness, has cor pulmonale, cardiac cachexia, weight loss, protein-calorie malnutrition, severe generalized weakness, limited mobility because of shortness of breath, no longer able to walk or use a walker, no longer able to stand more than a few seconds. Also, given the patient’s extent of heart failure, hypoxemia, and despite the fact that she is on oxygen, she has now become more confused with memory loss, disorientation, sleeping about 16 to 18 hours a day, KPS score of 40%, weight loss due to appetite and cardiac cachexia. The patient continues to decline rather rapidly given the following changes mentioned above along with lack of appetite, protein-calorie malnutrition, pain medication for both pain and agitation; hence, remains hospice appropriate, expected to live days to weeks at this time.
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